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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable WIL-
LIAM M. COWAN, a Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Lord God, we are merely 

moving shadows, and all our busy rush-
ing has no purpose without You. Res-
cue us from our frenetic pace and teach 
us to be still as we deepen our relation-
ship with You. 

Bless our Senators. Give them 
enough challenges to keep them hum-
ble, enough hurt to keep them humane, 
and enough success to make them cer-
tain they are walking with You. Renew 
their commitment to pray not only for 
those with whom they agree but also 
for those with whom they disagree. 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, and give us 
Your peace. We pray in Your merciful 
Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter. 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 20, 2013. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN, a 

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. COWAN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, MILI-
TARY CONSTRUCTION AND VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND FULL- 
YEAR CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 933. 

The clerk will report the bill. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 933) to make appropriations for 

the Department of Defense, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and other departments 
and agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid (for Mikulski-Shelby) modified 

amendment No. 26, in the nature of a sub-
stitute. 

Toomey amendment No. 115 (to amend-
ment No. 26), to increase by $60,000,000 the 
amount appropriated for operation and 
maintenance for the Department of Defense 
for programs, projects, and activities in the 
continental United States, and to provide an 
offset. 

Durbin amendment No. 123 (to amendment 
No. 115), to change the enactment date. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will resume 
consideration of the continuing appro-
priations legislation. The time until 

11:15 a.m. today will be divided and 
controlled equally between the two 
leaders or their designees. 

At 11:15 a.m. there will be three roll-
call votes in relation to the continuing 
resolution: the Toomey amendment, 
which is a 60-vote threshold; adoption 
of the Mikulski-Shelby substitute 
amendment; and a cloture vote on H.R. 
933, the underlying bill. 

BUDGET DEBATE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the last 

few years my Republican colleagues 
have been hollering, yelling, and 
screaming that the Senate has not 
passed a budget. They have done so in 
spite of the fact that Republicans in 
both Chambers voted for the Budget 
Control Act which set spending levels 
for the last 2 years. It was a law. Every 
reasonable political observer admits 
that the Budget Control Act, which had 
the force of law, was a budget, period. 
No, it was not a resolution. It was a 
law, which is much stronger than any 
resolution we do here. 

As I indicated, they have yelled and 
screamed. Still, Republicans pine for 
the days of the so-called regular order 
when the Senate would vote on a budg-
et resolution that would set spending 
priorities for the fiscal year. Repub-
licans—we were told, we heard, we 
saw—were desperate to have a budget 
debate. They were desperate. They 
have had charts out here. They were 
desperate for an amendment. They 
wanted a vote-arama. They had charts, 
speeches, and demonstrations to prove 
it. 

They have had press conference after 
press conference after press conference. 
They even had a calendar they brought 
out almost daily tallying the days 
since the Senate passed a budget reso-
lution—not a law, which was already in 
effect, but a resolution. 

Yesterday I was amazed, flab-
bergasted, and stunned when Repub-
licans blocked attempts to begin de-
bate on the budget resolution. In fact, 
the ranking member of the Budget 
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